“Conpl ex R ese”

If you drive fromthe Silesian town of Schweidnitz
towards the OM Mountains, you pass several places
and buildings which were once part of a single,
| arge-scal e construction project. At first glance,
these places do not seem to be connected in any
way, however. Sone of them are marked explicitly as
historical sites. Sone I|ie hidden behind incon-
spi cuous village nanmes. Others only becone visible
when you are actually |ooking for them The aim of
this website is to support you in finding your way
around the “Conpl ex Riese”.
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Dear Reader!

This brochure is supposed to help you in organi zing
a round tour through the so-called “Konplex Riese.”
On the follow ng pages, you will find short texts
on individual places related to the conplex. Wthin
these texts, several terns are printed in italics;
in the chapters titled G ossary and Bi ographi es you
will find further information on these terns. Thus,
we hope to give you a better understanding of the
different sites wthin the construction project
“Riese” (“Gant”) as well as its historical con-
t ext.
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Rouno Tour

The “Conpl ex Ri ese”

Ext ensi ve construction
work on a nunber of un-
derground shelters and
tunnels took place in
the OM Muntains (a
part of the G ant Mun-
tains) between 1943 and
1945. The exact purpose
of these facilities re-
mai ns uncl ear even
today. German sources
suggest that they were
supposed to be turned
into a huge underground
shelter <covering nore
than 35 square kil o-
nmetres, with one of Ad-
ol f Htler’s Fuhr er
Headquarters at its
centre. Furthernore, it
was planned to be used
as a refuge for the
| eadi ng nenbers of the
mlitary as well as a
safe place for certain
industrial facilities.
The construction work
was done by forced |a-
bourers from concen-
tration canps. In this
case, they canme >from
the KZ G ol3- Rosen. They
wer e housed in a nunber
of  AuBenl agern (sub-
canps or satellite
canps) cal |l ed “ AL
Ri ese” in the inmediate
vicinity to the tunnels
and other construction
sites related to the
“Conpl ex Riese.”

The Tunnel s

As of today, seven sys-
tens of shelters and
tunnels belonging to
the “Konpl ex Riese” are
known to exist in the
OM Mountains. They are
f ound at
Dor f bach/ Rzeczka, Ober -

dorf/Jugow ce, Wl f s-
ber g/ W odar z, Ranen-
ber g/ Soboul , Fal ken-
ber g/ Sokol ec, on the

sl opes of the Saufer-
hohen/ Gsowka and near
Castl e

Fur st ensei n/ Zanmek
Skiaz. They are all of
a simlar design, cor-
responding to the |ay-
out of other subter-
ranean Fuhr er
Headquarters. The site
at Dor f bach covered
2500 square netres, 15%
of t he wal | s had
already been covered
with concrete, and it
had three different en-
trance points. The tun-
nels at Obersdorf are
only 500 m long, while
work on the shelters on
t he sl opes of t he
Sauf er hbhen had pro-
gressed sonewhat fur-
ther: here, two nmgjor
and four mnor tunnels
with a total length of
1700 mwere built. This
particul ar facility
al so featured an elev-
ator shaft leading to
buil dings in the forest
above. The tunnels at
Ranmenberg have three
entrances and a total
| ength of 700 m Con-
struction on surface
bui | di ngs had begun



here, as well.

Today, three of these
sites are run by
private owners and can
be visited by tourists:
Wl f sber g, walim and
Sauf er hohen.

On entering the tun-
nels, the true scope of
this wholly unrealistic
construction pr oj ect
becones obvious. It is
only one example of
Nazi nmegal onmani a.

“AL Ri ese” Satellite
Canps (“Aulienl ager™) of
KZ G ol3- Rosen

(Wist egi ersdorf/ d uszyc
a, Dornhau/ Kol ce, Qber-
wist egi er sdorf/ d uszyca
Gor na, Wist ewal -
tersdorf/\Valim

A nmgjority of the pris-
oners who had to do
forced |abour during
t he construction of
“Riese” were housed in
4 | ar ge subcanps:
Wist egi er sdorf, Dor nau,
ober wist egi ersdorf  and
Wist ewal t er sdorf.

In these four villages,
the prisoners lived in
| ocal factory build-
i ngs. Thus, the prison-
ers and the |ocal res-
idents were in visua
contact with each other
on a regular |Dbasis,
which is depicted in a
very inpressive nmanner
in the Menories of a

Wist egi er sdor f Resi d-
ent.

One geographical par-
ticularity about

Silesia is the fact
t hat the region bel ongs
to the forner eastern

territories of the Ger-
man Rei ch whose i nhab-
itants were alnost all
expelled after the war.
Due to the forced m -
gration of people from
eastern Pol and to
Silesia, there has been
only a small nunber of
contenporary eye WwWt-
ness reports about the
events related to “Kont
pl ex Riese.”

Castl e FlUrstenstein and
Castl e Bad Charlotten-
brunn

Castl e

Fur st enst ei n/ Zanmek
Ksiaz as well|l as Castle
Bad

Charl ot t enbr unn/ Jed-
lina Zdroj are still
sites worth seeing and
are gradually opened
for tourism Here, the
Organi sation Todt (QT),
which was responsible
for all the construc-
tion work to be done,
and its construction
manager  Xaver Dorsch
had established their
general base of opera-
tions in 1944. This or-
gani sation, founded by
Fritz Todt, was charged
by Albert Speer wth
the inplenmentation of
his plans after the
initial contractor, the
“Schl esi sche | ndus-
triegenei nschaft AG
(the “Silesian |ndus-
trial Community Cor por-
ation”), was deened too
i nefficient in their
wor k. Moreover, Castle
Firstenstein was sup-
posed to be turned into



a prestigious residence

for

Htler.

Former O ficers’ Mess

The remants of the of-
ficers’ mess in the
forest close to the
tunnel system at Wl fs-
berg/ Wodarz acts as a
clear indicator for the
presence of the mlit-
ary commander s st a-
tioned at “AL Riese’;
the officers’ ness was
their dining hall.
Despite their undi s-
puted function these
ruins in the forest
have beconme part of a
myt hi ¢ construct about
the possible purposes
of the tunnel systens,
consisting of a large
nunber  of conspiracy
theories, |egends and
nyths about  “Konpl ex
Ri ese.”

These nyths are upheld
primarily to exploit
the full touristic po-
tential of the tunnels.



GLossARY

The Satellite Canps of
KZ G ol3- Rosen

The national socialists
started expanding the
subcanp system of G ol3-
Rosen in 1942. At that
time, the first so-
call ed work canp — Bre-
slau-Lissa — was set
up. Further expansions
had to be postponed un-
til 1944. This del ay
had becone necessary
due to a shortage of
| abour in the industry
of Lower Sil esia,
caused by the conscri p-
tion of many young Cer-
man citizens into the
armed forces and the
rel ocation of arns in-
dustry facilities to
the region. Forced I a-
bour canps for Jews,
run by the “Organisa-
tion Schnel t”, wer e
al so under the conmand
of G ol-Rosen’s adm n-
i stration. I n Lower
Sil esia, the Sudetes
and the region around
Luban, a total of 100
satellite canps were
built, always in close
vicinity to local arns
i ndustry facilities.
Anong the | argest ones
were: AL Funfteichen, 4
canps in Breslau, AL
Dyhenfurth, AL Lande-
shut and AL Riese.
Among the busi nesses
who profited from the
wor kers in the subcanps
were: a chemical com
pany in Dyhenfurth
(whi ch becane the chem
ical conpany “Rokita”

in Brzeg Dolny after
the war), an arnmnent
factory in Funfteichen
(the car factory *“Jel-
cz” in Laskow ce after
the war) and the fact-
ory “FAMD in Breslau

where — anobng ot her
t hi ngs — plane engines
and mlitary vehicles
were built (“Dolnel” in

Woclaw after the war).
The satellite canps
were divided into three
di fferent categori es:
canps for fermal e Jew sh
pri soners form Pol and
and Hungary, canps for
mal e and femal e prison-
ers, and canps exclus-
ively reserved for nen.
The wonen were housed
in subcanps where -
just like the nen -
they had to work for
the arns as well as the
textile industry. To-
wards the end of the
war, they were also
used to erect antitank
obstacles and to dig
trenches.

AulRenl ager Ri ese (Sub-
canp Riese)

The “AL Riese” of the
KZ G of3- Rosen consi sted
of 4 major and 12 m nor
canps. They were run by
the OI, as all prison-
ers kept there were as-
signed to the construc-
tion of “ Konpl ex
Riese.” It is estimted
that between 1943 and
1945 a total of 13,300

prisoners were |iving
in the canps, guarded
by 853 nen.



These guards were under
the command of seven
Wehr macht officers, who
t hensel ves were under
the command of SS Head
Storm Leader Kar |
Bebl 0. Head of adm ni s-
tration was SS Senior
Storm Leader Al bert
Lat keneyer . The canp
physi cian was Dr Hein-
rich Rindfleisch, to
whom 63 physicians and
56 nurses from anong
the canp inmates were
assigned. Starting in
autum 1944, he worked
in the new central in-
firmary in Dornau. It
is known that 3648
prisoners died of dis-
ease and exhaustion,
caused by bad living
conditions in the canp,
mal nutrition, har d
physi cal |abour and ab-
use. The deportation of
857 exhausted prisoners
to Auschwitz as well as
14 planned executions
after failed escape at-
tenpts are also docu-
mented. Upon the im
pending arrival of the
Red Arny, the canp was
evacuated. Up to 9,000
prisoners were taken
Vi a Tr aut enau to
Fl ossenbir g, Ber gen-
Bel sen and the Mau-
t hausen subcanp
Ebensee. Several thou-
sands were left behind
and freed by the Red
Arnmy. Even after the
i beration many forner
i nmat es died from | ong-
term consequences of
their tinme In t he
canps; so when talking
about Konplex Riese, a
total nunber of 5,000

victinms who lost their
| ives woul d probably be
the nost appropriate
estimate.

| ndi vi dual Canps of “AL
Ri ese”

The first canp of “AL
Ri ese” was in Wistegi-
er sdor f/ Tannhausen. Up
to 2,000 prisoners were
kept in a three-storey
factory building sur-
rounded by a barbed
wire fence. The inmates
wer e guarded by 75 nen.
Most prisoners wer e
used for the construc-
tion of tunnels and
rail ways at Ranenberg
and Sauferhohen. They
were also assigned to
other work related to
t he construction of
Konpl ex Ri ese. Sone in-
mates of the canp were
selected for deporta-
tion to Auschwitz by
canp physician Rind-
fleisch. The factory
bui |l di ng was agai n used
for the manufacture of
t echni cal component s
after t he war had
ended.

In late 1943, another
canp was set up in a
factory bui | di ng at
Dornau; in 1944, it had
to be conpletely evacu-
ated and re-established
after an outbreak of
typhoid fever. Up to
2,000 prisoners were
kept in this canp.
Starting in md-1944,
this canp was used as a
central infirmary, |oc-
ated on the second
floor of the building

Many patients died due



to wilful neglect.

The prisoners were used
for street construction
wor k, sewer work and
under gr ound construc-
tion work related to
Konpl ex Riese. After
the liberation of the
remaining inmates the
building was returned
to its original purpose
as a factory.

In Novenber 1943, a
canp with about 1,500
inmates was set up in a

cl osed- down weavi ng
mll in Wist ewal -
tersdorf. After t he

canp’ s evacuation made
necessary by an out-
break of typhoid fever
in June 1944, a hospit-
al with 600 beds for OT
enpl oyees replaced the

canp.

The canp In Qoer -
wist egi ersdorf was al so
call ed “Schot t er wer k”
(“gravel mill”). The
400 to 500 prisoners
kept there worked in a
quarry supplying the
construction sites at
Sauf er hdhen and Ranen-
berg. The ruins of the
barracks can be seen
even today.

Camp Wl fsberg — situ-
ated between Hausdorf
und Wistewal tersdorf -
was the |argest canp of
AL Riese. According to
hi stori cal sour ces,
about 3,000 prisoners
were  kept there in
Novenber 1944. They had
to do excavation work
on the tunnels as well
as other work related

to construction and
transport of supplies.
Many of the inmates
lived in tents, i.e.,
their living conditions
were especially hor-
rible in autum and
w nter. 612 deaths due
to work accidents, ex-
hausti on, disease and
pl anned execution are
known to have occurred
in Wl fsberg. The canp
was evacuated as early
as February 1945. Ruins
of the canmp can still
be found in the forest.
Moreover, there is a
| arge nunber of petri-
fied cement sacks — re-
mains of the canp’'s
fornmer storeroons.

In Novenber 1944, a
central infirmary was
set up in Tannhausen;
in contrast to the in-
firmary in DOornhau it
was reserved for pa-
tients wth a good
chance of recovery. The
patients were housed in
f our brick barracks.
Al though the infirmary
was officially closed
in February 1945, it
still remained in use
until the end of the
war. Three barracks are
used today as residen-
tial hones and a
ki nder garten.

In June 1944, a canp
for about 800 prisoners
was set up in the
Mar zbach  Vall ey near
Wist egi er sdor f . The
prisoners worked on the
t unnel at Ranenber g.
Her e, Dr R ndf | ei sch
perfornmed sel ections as



wel |,

| eading to the deporta-
tion of about 30 in-
mates to Auschwitz. In
Cct ober 1944, the com
mander of “AL Riese”,
LUt keneyer, had al |
pri soners under the age
of 16 br ought to
Mar zbach Valley. These
301 minors were depor-
ted to Auschwitz. All
over the |local area,
some remmants of the
canp can still be seen
t oday.

Between the canps at
Mar zbach Val | ey and
Kal t wasser, Canp Léarche
was set up. Although it
was built rather late —
in Decenber 1944 —, up
to 2,000 prisoners were
kept there. They were
used for construction
work on the Ranenberg
part of Konplex Riese.
The gradual closing of
this canp al ready began
in January 1945. Up un-
til today, remants of
buil dings and streets
remai n visible.

Canp Sauferwasser was
near DOrnhau. Set up in
August 1944, about 500
prisoners wer e kept
here. Their task was to
work on the tunnels on
t he sl ope of t he
Sauf er hdhen and t he
surroundi ng bui |l di ngs.

Canp Furstenstein was
set up near the castle
of the sanme nanme. Here,
between 700 and 1,000
pri soners were kept,
who were mainly used
for excavation work

underneath the castle.
A menor i al pl aque
points out the remain-
ing ruins of the canp.

Camp Kal t wasser was
| ocated between Qper-
wist egi er sdor f and
Kal twasser. Starting in
August 1944, up to
2,000 prisoners were
kept there. The inmates
wer e guarded by about a
100 nenbers of the SS
who — according to wit-

nesses — did not re-
frain from vi ol ent
acts. The canp was
cl osed in Decenber

1944. Up wuntil today,
t he foundati ons of sev-
eral buildings remain
vi si bl e.

Camp Fal kenberg was
| ocated between Lud-
wi gsdor f and Fal ken-
berg. Up to 1,500 pris-
oners were Kkept there
who had to work on the
| ocal t unnel system
The canp was closed in
February 1945. Ruins of
the barracks can still
be seen in the area.

Canp Erl enbusch was set
up in May 1944 with a
total capacity for wup
to 500 prisoners. They
were responsible for
supplying the tunnels
at Wl fsberg and Haus-
dorf wth construction
materials. In May 1945,
the SS fled from the
Red Arny, leaving the
i nmat es behind. No vis-
ible remants of this
canp renain.



Bad Charl ott enbrunn

Until the 18th century,
Bad Charl ottenbrunn — a
vill age near Wal denburg
— was part of the Duchy
of Swi dni ca.

During the Second World
War, two different in-
stitutions used t he
fact that the village
was very close to the
OM Mountains, and so
the local 17t" century
pal ace becane the seat
of their respective
mai N adm ni strations -
first for the corpora-
tion called “Schlesis-
che Industriegenei nsch-

aft” (“Silesian |ndus-
trial Conmunity”) and
then for the “Organi sa-
tion Todt . ". I n

April/NMay 1944 a sub-
canp “AL Tannhausen”
— was set up in Bad
Char | ot t enbr unn. The
first prisoners arriv-
ing at “AL Tannhausen”
were Greek, Polish and
Hungarian Jews. They
wor ked on tunnels and
rail ways, and they al so
had to |oad and unl oad
freight cars.

Fuhr er
13 Ri ese”

Headquart er

Only after the invasion
of Pol and had begun in

1939, shelters for
political and mlitary
| eaders of the Third
Rei ch were built. Since
Adolf Hitler was the
political as well as
the mlitary |eader of
Nazi Ger many, al |
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pl aces where he and his
inner circle of confid-
antes were supposed to
be staying for a cer-
tain anount of tine
wer e call ed Fuhrer -
haupt quartiere (“Fuhrer

Headquarters”; FHQ for
short) after 1938. Fur-
t her nore, t he
headquart er was t he

command centre for many
mlitary deci si ons
taken during the Second

Wrld War, all of which
ultimately had to be
sanctioned by Hitler

hi msel f. During the in-
vasi on of Poland Hitler
reigned and gave his
orders from a specia
train, but starting
1939 a growi ng nunber
of FiUhrer Headquarters
were built as nore per-
manent bases of opera-
tions. Construction
began on 20 Fuhrer
Headquarters, not al

of which were finished,

however. The best-known
exanple for such a
Fuhrer Headquart er
pr obabl y S t he
“Wl f sschanze” (or
“WIlf's Lair”). Certain

strategic features of a
given site were crucial
to the decision whether
to build an FHQ there:
it had to be connected
to atraffic system and
of fer specific defence
and cover opti ons;
noreover, a train sta-
tion wth appropriate
shelter for the special
train had to be nearby.
It also had to be close
to an airport and it
had to be connected to
a | ong-di stance



communi cati ons networ Kk

(because it was neces-
sary to give direct or-
ders and also receive
the latest information
on devel opnments in the
field).

Two authors — Franz W
Seidler and Dieter Zei-
gert — assune that the
conplex in the Ow
Mountains is a Fuhrer
Headquarter whose con-
struction was never
finished. They point to
a file opened by
Siegfried Schrel cher,
the architect of the
conplex; inthis file —
cal |l ed “Gehei ne Rei chs-

sache 91/44” (" Secret
Affair of the Reich
91/ 44) - Schnel cher

conpiled data and in-
formation on all other
FHQ previously built by
the Organisation Todt.
Mor eover, Seidler and
Zeigert nanme the diar-
i es of Leo Mil | er,
Schnel cher’ s represent-
ative, as further
sources to prove their
t heory.

In Septenber 1943, M n-
i ster of Ar manent s
Speer, OT head of oper-
ations Dorsch and OT
seni or construction
manager Miller started
talks on the “Riese”
project; in Novenmber of

the sane year, con-
struction efforts in
t he Oowl Mount ai ns

began. Judging fromits
| ocation it was sup-
posedly planned to be-
cone a contingency fa-
cility for t he
Wl f sschanze. From

here, all operations in
the east were to be co-
or di nat ed. Plans in-
cl uded buil ding subter-
ranean work and |iving
spaces not only for the
Fuhrer Headquarter it-
self, but also for the
“Cber kommando des
Heer es” ( OKH, “Ar ny
Hi gh Command”) , t he
“Cber kommando der
Luftwaffe” (OKL, “Air
Force H gh Conmand”),
the Reich Leader SS and
the Foreign Mnister.
Additionally, quarters
for support and secur-
ity forces were to be
creat ed. In the OwW
Mount ai ns, there were
also plans for an un-
der ground i ndustri al
facility simlar to the
one in Mttel bau-Dora.
The stated goal was to
have bonb-proof work
and |living spaces until
August 1945. The costs
for the construction of
this facility were es-
timated at 130 mllion
Rei chsmark — four tines
the suminvested in the

creation of t he
Wl f sschanze. Al un-
der ground facilities

were at the top of the
priority list for the
construction effort.
Konpl ex Ri ese went bey-
ond the scope of al
earlier projects of a
conparable nature. It
consisted of ten indi-
vidual, self-contained
facilities on an area
covering nore than 10
square Kkilonmetres, not
including Castle Fir-
stenstein whi ch was
al so part of the



conpl ex.
The o Mount ai ns
offered an excellent

spot to build an FHQ
However, the region was
not connected to the
tel egraph network, wth
the nearest telegraph
station being in Sch-
weidnitz. Supply prob-
| ens sl owed work on the

telegraph line down to
a cram. It can be as-
suned that the con-

struction work on the
bui | di ngs al so suffered
>f rom such shortfalls.

According to calcula-
tions, an average of
9500 wor kers woul d have
been necessary to build
t he compl ex as pl anned.
Furt her nore, 359, 100

cubic netres of con-
crete were needed. |If
Ri ese had been fin-
ished, this would have

been the | argest anount
of concrete wused for
any FHQ The entire
conpl ex woul d have
covered an area of
194, 232 square netres,

with the bonb shelter
for the FHQ taking up
about 5, 000 square
nmeters alone. The file
nmenti oned above also
contained a breakdown
of the planned nmag-
ni t ude for Konpl ex
Ri ese. Accor di ng to
this list, the facility
was designed to give
shel ter to 27, 244
peopl e. The act ual
blueprints for Riese,
however, have been
| ost, making a detail ed
reconstruction i m
possi ble. Only the rem
nant s still vi si bl e
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today as well as the
sources nentioned above
shed at | east some
light on this construc-
tion project.

Fir st enstei n

In 1943, the “Organi sa-
tion Todt” noved into
Castl e Furstenstein
(the castle itself was
built in the 13th cen-
tury) to wuse it as
their base of opera-
tions. Extensive re-
structuring began to
prepare the castle for
its role within Konplex
Ri ese. 35 architects
were hired for this
part of the project. At
the instigation of the
authorities terraces
and water conduits were
dest royed, granite
portal s smashed, stucco
removed and furniture
as well as paintings
taken away. The roons
gained the rough ap-
pearance typical for
Nazi architecture. Huge
tunnels with a total
| ength of up to 2 kil o-
nmetres were hewn into
t he bedrock beneath the
castle. It is assuned
that a railway from Lu-
bi echow to the castle

was planned. In front
of the castle, a 50
netre elevator shaft
was dug (the elevator
itself was never in-
stal l ed, however). Ini-
tially, restructuring

work was done by civil

wor ker s from Italy;
| ater, prisoners from
“AL R ese” who were



kept near the castle
were used. About 3,000
people worked on the
restructuring of Castle
Fur st enst ei n. In My
1945, the castle was
occupied by Red Arny
units. The Soviet sol-
di ers, who remai ned
stationed at Firsten-
stein for nmore than a
year, and Polish | oot-
ers conpl et ed t he
castle’'s destruction.
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G of3- Rosen

G of3- Rosen was set up
as a work canp in the
south eastern part of
Lower Silesia in August
1940. Initially, it was
only a satellite canp

for KzZ Sachsenhausen.
In May 1941, however,
it becanme an independ-

ent concentration canp.
Prisoners had to work
in nearby quarries. At
that tinme, only a few
hundred inmates were
kept there. The con-
struction of workshops
for well-known Gernman
conpanies wthin the
canp as well as the
growi ng need for cheap
| abour in the loca

area in general eventu-
ally led to the expan-
sion of G oB-Rosen. In
autum 1943, a work/re-
education canp for the
Breslau office of the
Gestapo reserved for
prisoners from KZ Aus-
chwitz was built on the
grounds of KzZ G ol3-
Rosen. The actual ex-
pansi on of the canp,

however, began in 1944.

| nmates of prisons and
canps in Poland as wel |

as Jew sh prisoners
from 28 forced | abour
canps in Upper Silesia
(the latter previously
havi ng been run by the
so-called O ganisation
Schnelt) were detailed
for this construction
project. During the ex-
pansi on, subcanps were
built in Lower Silesia,

in the Sudetes and in
the region around Lub-
an. These canps were of



various sizes and they
served various needs. A

total nunber of about
125,000 prisoners of
vari ous nationalities
passed t hr ough t he
G of3- Rosen canp system
during its existence.

The | argest group anong
them were Jews — mainly

from Pol and, Hungary
and (what Is today
called) the fornmer So-
viet Union; others were
Czechs, Germans, Itali-
ans, Dutch and French.
Among the Dutch and
French i nmat es wer e
former nmenbers of a

resi stance novenent who
had been arrested dur-
ing the Nazi operation
cal l ed “Nacht und
Nebel ” (“Ni ght and
Fog”) .

The nost significant
characteristic of KZ
G of3- Rosen was the high
percentage  of femal e
prisoners. A third of
all canmp inmates were
Jewi sh wonen from Po-
land and Hungary. The
prisoners had to work
on the expansion of the
canp or in quarries.
They were also used in
the arms industry, for
t he construction of
fortifications and -
especially the female
prisoners — in the tex-
tile industry. The tra-
gic fate these prison-
ers suffered was due
to: slave |abour, hor-
rible living conditions
(sanitary arrangenents
wer e particularly
poor), mal nutrition,
and a total lack of
even the nost basic
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care. Al this
led to outbreaks of
virul ent diseases such
as typhoid fever; and,
of course, the inmates
were constantly terror-
ized by the many re-
prisals of the guards.
Mor eover, executions
took place in the canp
on a regular basis; in
nost cases, Sovi et
prisoners of war who
had never been |isted
in the admnistration
files of the canp were
the wvictinse of these
executions. About 2,500
prisoners of war were
nmurdered sonetine dur-

nedi cal

ing wnter 1941/42. A
total nunmber of 40, 000
inmates of G ol3- Rosen
|l ost their lives due to
executions, exhaustion,
starvati on, di seases
and general abuse. This
number i ncl udes t he
victims of the canp’s
evacuati on which began
in January 1945, At
that time, transports
from Auschwitz started
to arrive in KZ Gol3-
Rosen. Al l prisoners

from the main canp of
G oR- Rosen and the in-

mates of the subcanps
east of the QOder were
either sent on death
marches to the south
and the west or taken
by train to other con-
centration canps. Those
kept in satellite canps
west of the Oder were

freed by Red Arny units
in May 1945.



Nazi Megal omani a

Megal omani a and gi gan-
tomani a feature prom n-
ently in all aspects of
the National Sociali st
regine; they are nost
obvious in the officia
architecture, in city
pl anni ng, in recre-
ational, industrial and
mlitary facilities, in
t he Autobahn and ulti -

mately in the creation
of the concentration
canps.

The nost wel | -known ex-

anple for this m ndset
'S pr obabl y Al bert
Speer’s plan for a “Re-
structuring of t he
Rei ch Capi t al
Germania”; Berlin was
supposed to be turned

into a showase of Nazi
suprenacy for the GCer-
man people as well as
the entire world. By
usi ng nodern, yet stark
architectural stylistic
devices, the achieve-
nments of the Gernan
econony were enphas-
ized. G ant nonunental
structures wer e de-
signed to express the
(supposed) invincibil-
ity of the German arned
forces, strength, cour-
age and the expansion-
i st outl ook of Nationa
Socialism By building
huge structures, t he
regi me aimed at awaken-
ing a strong sense of
unity anong the Gernman
people, allegedly ren-
dering any differences
in social class obsol-
ete. At the sane tine,
the authorities inten-
ded to inplenent a
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per petual and everl ast -
ing form of governnent
by adhering strictly to
the National Sociali st
Fuhrerprinzip (“prin-
ciple of |eadership”).

As they were Dbeing
built for pr opaganda
pur poses, these struc-
tures had to be uniform
and of al nost uni magi n-
able size. This focus
on dinensions typically
believed to be com
pl etely out of propor-
tion was also reflected
in the plans for the

i nt ended resettl enent
of Eastern Europe as
well as in the arm-

ments industry and vir-
tually any kind of con-

struction effort. It
were these aspects of
Nazi megal omani a I n
particular that could

only be turned into ac-
tion by expl oiting
forced | abourers.

M/t hs  about “ Konpl ex
Ri ese”

Backgr ound: Lower
Silesia was barely
touched by any mlitary
canpaigns during the

Second World War. Wen
the Red Arny occupied
the region in May 1945,
they quickly took con-
trol of an area whose
| ocal i nfrastructure
had remained largely
i ntact. In the OWM
Mount ai ns, nany ques-
tions about the con-
struction pr oj ect
called “Konplex Riese"
wer e asked, but nost of
them could not be



answer ed. One reason
for this were the m -
gr ant waves t aki ng
pl ace at that tinme: the
former German inhabit-
ants of the region dis-
appear ed, whi |l e new
Polish settlers noved
in who had not been in
Lower Silesia during
the war and were thus
unable to give any
first-hand information
on the subject. Hence,
al | t he necessary
groundwork for the cre-
ation of nyths had been
done, and this general
t endency was
st rengt hened by t he
fact that the area in
guestion remai ned
sealed off by the ml-
itary even for a long
time after the war.

Myth 1. The actual size
of “Riese”. A 1944 nes-
sage from Speer to
Hitler gives reason to
assune that the con-
struction project in
the OM Muntains had
progressed considerably
further than the tun-
nels and facilities ac-
cessible today. Thus,
| egends and nyt hs arose

about other tunnel and
shelter systens that
are yet to be redis-

covered. These nyths do
not only inply that the
entire conplex is actu-
ally nmuch larger, but
t hat unknown tunnels
and shelters are |oc-
ated sonewhere in the
nount ai nsi de.

Mith 2.

poses of

Possi bl e pur-
“Riese”. The
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guestion of the actual
pur pose of “ Konpl ex
Riese” is of great in-
t er est to nmany re-
searchers and a |large
nunber  of sensat i on-
seekers. It has been
the main source of con-
troversy about *Konpl ex
Ri ese” and | eaves room
for many theories (sone
of which are absolutely

absurd). Sever al of
these notifs can also
be found in Polish
ci nenma.

a) Wrk on a “wonder
weapon”: Many theories
fall into this cat-
egory. It is not known
what kind of wonder

weapon was worked on -
provi ded there actually
ever was one. There as
many hypot heses as
there are researchers
on this subject. Chem
i cal and bi ol ogi cal
weapons and even a nuc-
| ear bonb have all been
mentioned. In terns of
a possi bl e nucl ear bonb
bei ng devel oped at
“Konpl ex Riese”, there
are entirely unsubstan-
tiated reports about
the mning of uranium
bearing mnerals near
Wist egi ersdorf and the
presence of 120 Dani sh
and Norwegi an scient-
ists at the site.

Anot her theory speaks
of a secret research
centre near Wl denburg.
According to this idea,
a new fighter plane was

being tested there. Al-
| egedly, this project
was known under the

codenane V-7.



Yet anot her t heory
clainms that the produc-
tion of V-1 and V-2
rockets was supposed to

take place in the Ow
Mount ai ns.
Some researchers (wth

sever al sensat i on-
seekers anong them as-
sume that the idea of a
pl anned Fuhrer
Headquarter was spread
deli berately as a cover

for the actual purpose
of the conplex. Adher-
ents of this theory
call the German histor-
i cal sources on the
subject matter too ob-
vious and hence en-

tirely unreliable.

b) Lost treasures from
nmuseuns, banks or
archives. Stories about
“hi dden treasures” are

al so i mensely popul ar.
Anong these “treasures”
are the still mssing
depots of several nu-
seuns and banks, such
as the gold from Bre-
slau, the riches of the
Silesian noble famly
von Schaffgotsch or the
wor ks of art stolen by
t he Nazi s In al |
European nations they
had occupi ed. There are
al so runours about the
| egendary  Amber Room
bei ng hi dden sonewhere
in Castle Bolkow or
Castl e Furstenstein.

A secret arnoured train
play an inportant role
in these nyths. This
train supposedly disap-
pear ed under unex-
pl ai ned ci rcunst ances
somewher e bet ween
Frei burg and Wal denburg
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during the last few
weeks of the war. An-
ot her nystery is a tale
repeated in several ac-
counts: A nunber of
lorries under heavy

guard by the SS is said
to have vanished into
thin air sonewhere in
the nmountains around
Wist ewal t ersdorf. O her
reports claim t hat
files fromthe archives
of the Abwehr (a Gernman
intelligence organisa-
tion) were stored at
Castle Czocha; t hese
files allegedly con-
tained docunents from
French counterintelli-
gence agenci es.

Myth 3. The Keepers of
Ri ese’s secrets:

a) Wer wol f “Qdessa.”
Closely related to the
| egends nentioned above
is the nyth about a so-
ciety of persons guard-
ing the answers to the
many secrets about
“Konpl ex Riese” and the
project’s true purpose.

These nyths focus on
groups of Germans who
were either i nvol ved
W th an operation
call ed Wer wol f (the
pl ans for a clandestine

resi stance force organ-
ised by the regine) or
menbers of independent
under gr ound cells.
These groups allegedly
stayed in the area
after the war in order
to keep mlitary
secrets from falling
into the eneny’ s hands.
Q her | mport ant el e-
ments of these nyths
are the disappearance



and unsol ved nurders of

persons who had inform

ation on “Riese” they
wanted to deliver to
the new authorities.

Mor eover, there are ac-

counts  of nmyst eri ous
night-time expl osi ons
in the nmountains; in
t he nyths, these expl o-

sions were ained at re-
nmoving any traces of

t he subterranean vaults
in the OM Mount ai ns.

Di spersed groups of

Wehrmacht soldiers as
well as nenbers of the
Waf fen-SS, the Sicher-

hei tsdienst (the Nazi

secret service) and the
NSDAP were active in
the Sudetes during the
first few nonths after
the war. Most of them
wer e di scovered and ar-

rested by agents of the
Mnistry of Public Se-

curity of Poland (Urzad

Bezpi eczenst wa Pub-
i cznego), t he Gt-
izens’ Mlitia (Mlicja

Qbywat el ska) or t he
Pol i sh ar ny duri ng
W nter 1945/ 46.

In the area around Sch-
wei dnitz, there were
about 10 peopl e worki ng
for the Gernan under-
ground novenent Freies
Deut schl and (“Free Cer-
many”) .

In connection

t hese theories,
have al so been runours
about mass executions
of “AL Riese” inmates
during the last few
weeks of the war as
wel |l as about the dis-
mant | ement of machinery
and facilities wthin
“Konplex Riese”; both

al |
t here

to
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ki nds of activities
were allegedly hushed
up by the Gernmans. Ac-
cording to one of these
hypot heses, t he SS
nmur dered about 20, 000
prisoners and  buried
them in a mass grave
that has not been dis-
covered until t oday.
Such specul ati ons focus
on the canp in Wlfs-
berg and the facility
at Dor f bach/ Rzeczka
near

Wist ewal t er sdor f/ Wal i m
Hi storical sources do
not confirm these as-
sunptions, however.

b) Engi neer Dal nus:
Most of the obscurities
and controversies about
“ Konpl ex Ri ese” are
probably caused by the
activities of a Gernan
engi neer called Anthon
Dal mus. An officer of
the German arny, he had
been stationed at Char-
| ottenbrunn with the
| ocal bureau of the O -
gani sation Todt since
1940. He was heavily
involved in the con-
struction efforts of
the project and partic-
ularly with its hasty
cancel | ation.

According to sone re-
searchers, Dalnus tried
to give a very distinct

i mage to anyone inter-
est ed in “ Konpl ex
Ri ese” by deliberately
spreadi ng mani pul at ed

i nformation on the top-

ic. There is sone evid-
ence that Dalnus was
connected to Werwolf

and presented the new
authorities with



falsities and hal f -
truths about certain
sites of particular im
portance to the Third
Rei ch. | medi ately
after war, he had no
problenms entering the
former construction
site, thus potentially
being able to get a
very clear inpression
of local Polish activ-
ities. He net Wi th
journalists, t aki ng
them on tours through

the underground facil -

ities and explaining
their purpose. There is
even a runour that the

engi neer wanted to sel
the blueprints for the
underground city to the
Pol i sh governnment for 1
mllion zloty.

Organi sation Todt (OT)

The Organisation Todt
is an institution cre-
ated in 1938 with the
explicit pur pose of
mlitary engi neeri ng.
It was nanmed after
Fritz Todt, the Cenera
Commi ssioner for the
Regul ati on of the Con-
struction | ndustry.
After the war had star-
ted, O was mainly em
pl oyed for construction
projects in the occu-
pied territories. Dur-
ing the war nost mlit-
ary construction pro-
jects — and eventually
even the construction
units of the Wehrmacht
— were supervised by
Or. Hundreds of thou-
sands of forced | abour-
ers, prisoners of war
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and KZ inmates had to
work on construction
sites. O had a mlit-

ary structure; its nmem
bers wore uniforns and
they were part of a
mlitary chain of com
mand. O was one of the

nost i nportant special -
i sed or gani sati ons
wi thin the National So-
cialist state. Largely
i ndependent of bureau-
cratic structures, in-
vested w th consider-

able authority and sup-
plied with a workforce
of forced | abourers and
KZ prisoners, O was
highly efficient when
it came to the execu-
tion of their construc-
tion projects.

Silesia as forner east-
ern territory of the
Rei ch

In the course of the
| ast two centuries, the

Pol i sh regi on of
Silesia experi enced
sever al changes of

rul ership and bel onged
to several di fferent
nations. Af ter t he
foundati on of the Ger-
man Confederation cre-
ated by the Congress of
Vienna in 1815, Silesia
became a province under
Prussian rule, with the
city of Breslau as cap-
ital. Wth the end of
the First Wrld War,
ext ensi ve political
changes occurred in
Europe, due to which
Silesia was given to
the two new nations of
Pol and and



Czechosl ovaki a. Fol | ow
ing sone internal con-
flicts about nationa
al l egi ances, a Polish
part of Silesia wth
Kattowtz as capital
came into existence.
Upper and Lower
Silesia, however, re-

mai ned part of the Ger-
man Enpire. After the
German  Wehr macht i n-
vaded Pol and in Septem

ber 1939, the voivod-
ship Silesia was rein-
tegrated into the Ger-
man Enpire. The end of
Wrld War 1l in 1945
again brought dramatic
changes for Silesia:

The region east of the
Qder- Nei Be |ine was in-
tegrated into nation of
Pol and. The predom n-
antly German popul ation
of Upper and Lower
Sil esia, fearing the
advanci ng Red Arny,
either fled westward or
was expelled >from the
area — first in a nore
arbitrary nmnner, and
| ater systematically.

Forced Labour in the

Third Rei ch

Bet ween 1939 and 1945
there were about 12
mllion forced | abour-
ers in the Third Reich

They can be divided
into several distinct
cat egori es: foreign
civil workers, prison-
ers of war, KZ inmates
and so-called “Arbeits-
j uden” (“working Jews”;
this term was used for
peopl e kept in ghettos
and Jew sh KZ
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prisoners). The status
of these persons could
be subject to change,
however: for exanple,
prisoners of war were
declared to be foreign
civil workers so that
the protection offered
by the Geneva Conven-
tions no | onger applied
to them foreign civi

wor kers often becane KZ
inmates; other foreign
civil workers who had
initially conme to GCer-
many of their own free
will were later offi-
cially assigned to com
pul sory services, ef-
fectively turning them
in to forced | abourers.

For ced | abour S
defined by two nmjor
criteria: the fact that
a worker cannot |eave
his job for an undeter-
mned period of tine
and the inability to
i nfl uence one’ s working
conditions in any note-
worthy way. Wthin this
broad and very genera

definition of forced
| abour, nany varieties
and different degrees

of oppression are pos-
sible. Therefore, four
categories of forced
| abour have been estab-
lished in historical
science when it cones
to the Third Reich:

1. Foreign civil work-
ers who had voluntarily

cone to Germany could
| eave the Reich after
their contract had ex-

pired (workers from na-
tions allied wth Nazi

Germany such as lItaly,
Romani a, Bul garia, Hun-
gary, Slovakia,



Croati a, Denmark and
Spai n; wor ker s from
West or South Europe;
nost of them had cone

to Germany during the
first half of the war).
2. Compul sory | abour -

ers: They had only a
very limted influence
on their working condi-
tions and their nortal -
ity rate was only
slightly higher than
that of normal workers
(civil workers from oc-
cupi ed territories

whi ch did not belong to

Pol and or Soviet Rus-
sia; prisoners of war
from Geat Britain,
Bel gi um France and
Yugosl avi a) .

3. For ced | abourers
wth limted influence

on their working condi-

tions and a signific-
antly higher rate of
nortality (civil work-

ers from Pol and and t he
Sovi et Union, non-Jew
ish Polish prisoners of
war and Italian MIlit-
ary Internees; Italian
Mlitary | nt er nees
(“Italienische M -
itarinternierte” or
IM) were Italians who
refused to fight on
Htler's side as Mus-
solini did. They were
not counted anong the
prisoners of war so
that they would not be
protected by the Geneva
Conventi ons).

4. For ced | abourers
with absolutely no in-
fl uence on their work-
ing conditions and a
drastically higher nor-
tality rate (prisoners
of war >fromthe Soviet
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Union and Polish Jews,
KZ prisoners, inmtes
of wor k/ r e- educat i on
canps and so-cal |l ed
“wor ki ng Jews”).

After 1941, the
power shortage in the
German econony was im
mense. Fewer and fewer
foreign civil workers
volunteered to go to
Germany, and a grow ng
nunber of Gernman work-
ers were sent to the
frontlines of the war.
Therefore, nore desper-
ate neasures in the re-
crui t ment of foreign
wor ker s wer e t aken,
eventually resulting in

man-

t he deportation of
people from the occu-
pied territories. The
Ger man econony only

held its ground because
of foreign workers and

the exploitation of KZ
pri soners.

KZ inmates were used as
forced | abour right
after the inplenenta-
tion of the KZ system
From 1933 to 1936,
forced | abour was
primarily seen as a

means of punishnent and
hum | i ati on, however .
Starting in 1937 — when
after a brief period of
full enpl oynent t he
shortage of |abour set
in —, the SS tried to
gain its own foothold
in Cerman econony by
exploiting the inmates
as a cheap source of
| abour. In 1942, the SS
began to lend workers
to the armanents in-
dustry and several oth-
er branches of industry



on a grand scale. Most
of the fees the in-
dustry paid to the SS
for getting the prison-
ers actually came from
t he budget of the Reich

Mnistry of Fi nance.
Model | ed after t he
canps that had been
built for the prisoners
of war , so-cal |l ed
“Aullenl ager” (subcanps)
were built to ensure

that the forced | abour-

ers were kept in close
vicinity to their re-
spective work places.

The canps were guarded
by menbers of the SS.
Li ving and wor ki ng con-
ditions in these satel -

lite canps vari ed
greatly. The SS did not
pay attention whether
the prisoners of the
satellite canps |ived
in acceptable quarters.
Food rations for the
inmates were reduced
twice in 1944; the food

supply for Jew sh pris-
oners was particularly

bad. A cruel nethod to
i ncrease the efficiency
of individual inmates
was t he so-cal |l ed

“Lei st ungser nahr ung”

(or “efficiency diet”)
— if a prisoner worked
nore efficiently, he
was handed out addi-
tional food; food that
was in turn taken from
the rations of other,
| ess efficient inmates.
The | onger the war
raged, the harder it
became to supply the
prisoners wth clothes,
and the sanitary ar-
rangemnent s in t he
satellite canps were
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al so horri bl e. Even
after the |iberation of
the KZ and their sub-
canps, many former in-
mates died from the
| ong-term consequences
of forced | abour.



Bi ocraPHI ES

Prisoners in “AL R ese”

Murray Bilfeld

Murray Bilfeld was born
in Kr akow/ Pol and in
1919 under the nane of
Manek Bilfeld. He spent
his childhood years in

Krakow, | eaving school
in 1934.
After the German inva-

sion he tried to escape
frombeing drafted into
the Polish arny, but he
nevert hel ess returned
to Krakow shortly af-
terwards. In 1940 he
and his famly had to
nove to the local Jew
ish ghetto, where he
first wor ked as a
street cl eaner and
|ater as a car nechan-
icC.

From 1942 until t he
ghetto’ s evacuati on,
Murray Bilfeld lived on
his own, as his entire
famly had been depor-
ted by then. After the
evacuation, Miurray Bil -
feld was kept at KZ
Kr akau- Pl aszow unti |
May 1943, when he was
brought to Kz G ol3-
Rosen. There, he worked
as a car nechanic, and
because of his special
skills he was trans-
ferred to Wist egi -
ersdorf which he calls
a “pleasant canp.” As a
| abourer for the O gan-
isation Todt he could
occasionally spend sone
tinme outside the canp,
which was a great re-
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lief to him In Febru-
ary 1945 he was depor-
ted from Wist egi er sdor f
to Fl ossenbdirg, from
where he was transpor-
ted to several other
canps before eventually
being liberated. After
hi s | i beration, he
first lived in Minich,
but he then emnigrated
to New York City where

he becane a textile
ner chant and started
his own famly.

(Source: Visual History
Archive of t he USsC
Shoah Foundation; In-
tervi ew Code: 15333)

Leon Wi ntraub

Leon Wei ntraub was born
on 1 January 1926 in
Lodz/ Pol and. After his
father’s death in 1927,
his nother had to raise
Leon and his sisters on
her own which was not
an easy task.

Leon Weintraub renem
bers the invasion of
t he German Wehrmacht on
1 Septenber 1939 very
vividly, as shortly
after the invasion a
ghetto for the Jew sh
popul ati on of Lodz was
set up. In Wnter 1939,
the Wintraub famly
had to nobve to the
ghetto. 13-year old
Leon could visit school
regularly until sumer
1940, before he had to
start to work as an ap-
prentice in autum 1940

(first for a netal work-
er, and later for a
pl unber).



In 1943, the GCermans
started evacuating the
ghetto and deporting
the local residents to
concentration canps.
Weintraub’s famly man-
aged several tines to
hide from German offi-

cials, but in the end
they were deported in
August 1944,

Leon Weintraub was se-
| ected for a transport
from Lodz to Auschwit z-
Bi r kenau, where he was
separated fromthe rest
of his famly.

A short time |ater,
Leon Wei nt raub was
transferred to Wist egi -
ersdorf and from there
to Kolce, where he -
“the only avail abl e ex-
pert” — had to work as
an electronics techni-
cian for the Organisa-
tion Todt. He had to
walk 5 km to his work-

ing place every day,
i.e. t he pl ace he
worked in nust have

been very close to one
of the local tunnel and
shelter systens. Due to
his talent as a techni -

cian and his useful-
ness, Leon enjoyed sev-
er al privil eges, i n-

cluding larger food ra-
tions.

H's nost vivid nenory
of his time at Kolce is
that of a visit to the
town of WAl denburg with
one of the guards. This
was the only tinme dur-
ing his entire inpris-
onment that he actually
left one of the canps
(except for his daily
mar ches to work).

Leon Wi ntraub renai ned
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at Kol ce until February
1945. He was t hen
transferred to KZ
Fl ossenblirg and |ater
deported to sever al
ot her canps during the

evacuations of the KZ
canp system On the
death march from O f en-
burg to Donaueschi ngen
Leon managed to escape
and saw Donaueschi ngen
| i berated by the Allied
For ces.

Due to his physical ex-
haustion — his weight
had dropped to only 35
kg and he was di agnosed

with typhoid fever -
Leon was allowed to
stay in a French sanat-
orium unti| sunmer
1945.

After the war he went

to a German university
to becone a physician,
and he returned to Po-
| and as a gynaecol ogi st
together with his wife
in 1951.

As a reaction to the
gr owi ng anti-Semtism
in Poland, Leon Win-
traub and his famly
noved to Sweden in the
| at e 1960s.

(Source: Visual History
Archive  of the USC
Shoah Foundation; In-
tervi ew Code: 26999)

Laszl o St ei ner

was born
1925 in

Laszl o Steiner
on 10 July
Sopron/ Hungary. He had
a large famly; hi s
parents owned a brick
factory and were very
religious or t hodox
Jews.



Laszlo Steiner went to
a Talnud school to get
fam i ar with Jew sh
religion. He was active
in the Zionist novenent
and col |l ected donati ons
for buying land in
Pal estine. H's father
wanted himto becone an

engi neer so that Laszlo
could take over the
fam |y business. Being

a Jew, Laszlo was not
allowed to go to uni-
versity. | nst ead, he
visited a busi ness
school in Sopron where
he got his degree in
1943.

In 1943, Laszlo Steiner
| eft Sopron to study at
a private arts acadeny
in Budapest. Wile he
was i n Budapest, German
forces invaded Hungary
in 1944, \Wen he tried
to return to his famly
in Sopron, he is arres-
ted at the train sta-
tion. He never sees his
f at her again.

In March and Apri
1944, he was kept in a
canp that fell under SS
adm nistration in late
April 1944. Via Aus-
chwtz he cane to the

“AL Riese” at Wistegi-
ersdorf. He reports
that he only had a
strawfill ed wooden
crate as a bed - which
he had to share wth
one of the other in-

mat es. Bl ankets al ways
were stolen again and
again. There were con-
flicts bet ween t he
Pol es and the Hungari -
ans in the canp. Living
conditions were Dbad.
Sanitary arrangemnent s
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were so poor that dis-
eases spread anong the
i nmat es.

The prisoners had to
get up at five o’ clock
in the norning, and
they had to be ready
for roll call at six,
before their work day
started at seven. H's
j ob was to unl oad
freight trains at the
station. As Laszl o
St ei ner had been a stu-
dent before, he was not
used to hard |abour,
and he had a very hard

time lifting the heavy
rails. He also talked
about having to carry
cenent bags.

As a menber of the work
group in the station,

you stood at |east the

smal | chance to be giv-
en sonme bread by the
vil | agers. Duri ng a
hal f- hour lunch break
at noon, all that was
handed out was a thin
broth. During the day,
you were given four
slices of bread, while
in the evening al
there was to eat was
again the thin broth
you knew from |unch
When working outside
t he canp, prisoners oc-
casional ly tried to
steal beets and roots
from the fields. Wen
he broke his foot,
Laszl o Steiner was giv-
en no nedical care
what soever.

When the canp comrmand-
ers wer e repl aced,
Laszlo Steiner becane
the canp’s scul ptor, as
he had managed to im

press the new



conmander s W th a
scul pture had nade as a
birthday present for
one of them Duri ng
this tinme, his living
conditions inproved a
bit. However, the canp
commanders changed yet
again, and not only
wer e Laszl o' s priv-
il eges revoked, but he
was also transferred to
a work group with par-
ticularly exhausti ng
tasks where he was
treated very badly.

When Laszl o Steiner net
ol d acquai ntances from
Hungary in the canp and
they told himabout the

mass deportations, he
lost all hope of ever
seei ng hi s famly
agai n.

Laszl o Steiner renained
at Wistgiersdorf from
May 1944 to January
1945. Af t er war ds, he
was sent via Flossen-
burg and Craw nkel to
Buchenwal d. There he

| earned that his famly

had lost their lives at
Buchenwal d. He survived
KZ Buchenwal d, whi ch
was |iberated by Aner-
i can troops.

After the |iberation,
he found out that his
not her had survived in
Ravensbr lck. He fell

ill with typhoid fever
and returned to Sopron;
his old house had been
destroyed and the fam
ily’s factory closed
dowmn. Slowy, he star-
ted to rebuild the
factory.

In Comruni st Hungary,
however, he was again
confronted with
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anti-Semtic prejudice.
To continue his arts
studi es he handed man-
agenent of the factory
over to a cousin and
went to Budapest. After
the Communists gained
power in Hungary and
his factory was seized
by the state, Laszlo
Steiner noved to Vi-
enna, from where he
em grat ed to Br azi
with his wife. In the
early 1950s, he re-
turned to Austria as a
ceramist. A few years
|ater he left Europe
again; this time he
settled in the USA
where worked for Gener-
al Motors until t he
| ate 1980s. He returned
to Vienna where he
still lives today.

Laszl o St ei ner S
shocked to this day
about having had to ex-
peri ence how peopl e can
give up all their nost
human qualities for
reasons of pure surviv-
al. He would like to
see a future where
peopl e appreciate one
anot her for their human
qualities and not be-
cause of their nation-
ality or ethnicity. To
see this future cone to
pass he thinks it ne-
cessary for people to

get to know each ot her
better and share their
t houghts and experi-
ences. Then, so he
t hi nks, the differences
bet ween nations and
peopl es woul d vani sh.

(Source: Visual History
Archive of t he USC

Shoah Foundati on;



(I'nterview Code:

44690)

27

Ki va Wi nber ger

Ki va V\ei nber ger was
born on 2 February 1930
in Encs/Hungary. Hi s
father, a rabbi, owned
a clothes shop. Kiva
VWi nberger grew up in a
very religious environ-
ment .

He was confronted with
a latent form of anti-
Semtism in his hone
t own.

Ki va Wi nberger was de-
ported in 1944, Via
Auschwi t z- Bi r kenau he
came to DOrnau. He nen-
tions the horrible con-
ditions in the infirm
ary and how people
starved or kept working
al t hough t hey wer e
sick, since they were
afraid of being killed
if they did not work.
Kiva Weinberger could
barely wal Kk, but he
forced hinself every
single day to do the
hard wor k.

After the war he re-
turned shortly to his
honme, which he left to
em grate to Italia.
From there he noved to
Montreal where opened a
travel agency in 1949.
He still lives in
Montreal and M am .
Kiva Wi nberger says
hi s life has been
greatly influenced by
t hese experiences. His
life can be divided
into t wo separate
pi eces: before the war
and after the war.

He al so says: “Nazis is
an invented word, they
are Germans. And these
are nurderers, not



human bei ngs.”
(Source: Visua
Archive  of the USC
Shoah Foundation; In-
tervi ew Code: 18684)

H story

Eli Sonmmer
Eli Somrer was born on
2 April 1919 in Tarnow

in southern Poland. At
only 12 years of age he
becanme an active menber
of the Zionist nove-
nment ; he wanted to
emgrate to Palestine
as soon as he had
turned 16, but in order
to do so he would have

needed to finish
school .

Eli Sommer fled from
the German Wehrnmacht to
Lenberg in today’ s
Ukrai ne, but returned
to his famly in Tar-
now, because he was

even nore afraid of the

Soviet arny. He had to
move to the ghetto
which was set up at
Tarnow in 1942. During
the ghetto' s -eventua
evacuation he lost his
entire famly. In 1944,

Eli Sommer was deported
first to KZ Krakau-
Plaszow and then to
G of3- Rosen. There, he
becane part of a trans-
port to Wistegiersdorf
where he and the other
inmates — nobst of them
Hungarian Jews — were

housed in an old por-
celain factory.

Eli Sonmmer worked for
the Organisation Todt
for nine nonths; he was
responsi bl e for | oading
and unl oading the |or-
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ries which allowed him
to have a “nore and
nmore |uxurious” tinme at
canp Wist egi er sdorf.

In February 1945 he was
deported to Fl ossenbirg
from where he was
forced to participate
in sever al deat h
mar ches.
After his |iberation,
he stayed in GCernmany
for another year before
emgrating to the USA
(Source: Visual History
Archive  of the USC
Shoah Foundation; |In-
tervi ew Code: 22582)

Al ex d son

Alex dson was born on
6 Mar ch 1927 in
Wal dysl awow Pol and. The

youngest child of a
poor famly, he grew up
ina smll village.

H s father was a tail or

and the famly basic-
ally survived on what
they could grow in
their own garden. In
school, Alex felt dis-
crimnated against be-
cause he was not al-

lowed to attend class
on Saturdays and was
thus clearly marked as
being Jewish. He was
of ten call ed “dirty
Jew’ and beaten up by
ot her chil dren. The
famly 1is the target
anti-Semtic acts: They
have to wear the yell ow
St ar of Davi d, t he
father has to close
down his shop due to
anti-Jew sh boycotts
and they have to |eave
their house and nove



into an apartnment wth

only a single room 1In
1941, at age 14, Alex
A son is deported. He
never saw his parents
agai n.

Wen he was separated
from his brother in
1943, his cousin is the
only remaining person
in the canps he knows
fromhis old village.
Via Auschwitz he cane
to Wistegiersdorf. He
worked for a cenent
factory and points out
t he brutal behaviour of
the | ocal guards. Every
norning at four o' clock
all inmates had to be
ready for roll call
there were no excep-
tions mde, not even
for prisoners who had
fallen ill. It was
sheer luck that Alex
A son survived his tine
in the canp.

He al so speaks about a
particul ar event during

one of the roll calls.
One man was m ssing.
Until he was found, al

ot her prisoners had to
stand in the canp’s
main yard. It took 48
hours until the escapee
had been tracked down
the escapee by bl ood-
hounds and execut ed.
Alex A son renmained in
Wist egi er sdor f unti |
Decenber 1944. After-
war ds, he was deported
via Mauthausen to Er-
| ensee. From Italy he
emgrated to the USA
where he still lives
t oday.

He says he can never
forget his experiences,
al though he does not
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tal k about them Up un-
til today he feels a
deep hatred when he
hears anyone speak Pol -
i sh or German.
(Source: Visual
Archive  of the USC
Shoah Foundation; |In-
tervi ew Code: 4104)

Hi story

Perpetrators

Xaver Dorsch

Xaver Dorsch (1899 -
1986) is only one ex-
anple for many engin-
eers working for Hitler
who coul d never be con-
vi cted of crinmes
agai nst humani ty or
ot her trespasses after
1945. Al though Dorsch
was hi ghly decorated by
the Nazi reginme (he
gained the War Merit
Cross, the Blood Order
of t he NSDAP, t he
Gol den Party Badge,
etc.), he had a suc-
cessf ul career after
the war - first wth
the Allies, then in
West German and event u-
ally even internationa
econormy.

In connecti on W th
“Konpl ex Riese” Dorsch
is of considerable im
portance as he becane
director of the O gan-
i sation Todt headquar-
ters in Berlin in 1941;
when Al bert Speer took
charge of OF in 1942,
Dorsch kept a high-
r anki ng posi tion as
Speer’ s representative.
The Organisation Todt
was charged wth the



construction project in
the OM Muntains in
Novenber 1944.
Mor eover, Dorsch was a
rival of Speer’s when
it came to courting
Htler’'s favour (see
Inside the Third Reich
by Al bert Speer for
nore information on a
pl ot i nstigated by
Goring and involving
Dorsch in 1943 — Dorsch
had been a party nenber

since the 1920s, while
Speer had not).

On 29 April 1944, Speer
pr onot ed Pri nci pal

Dorsch to the position

of head director and
chief rmanager of the
OT:; thus, Dorsch becane

responsi bl e for the de-
pl oynent of forced |a-
bourers in the entire
Rei ch and the occupied
territories.

Hei nrich Friedrich
Ri ndf | ei sch

Hei nrich Ri ndf | ei sch
was born on 3 March
1916 in St rasshburg.
After the First World
War, the German Enpire
relinquished the region
of Alsace-Lorraine in
conpl i ance W th t he
Treaty of \Versailles,
and t he Ri ndf | ei sch
famly noved to Berlin.
In 1935, Ri ndf | ei sch
went to Hunboldt Uni-
versity in Berlin in
order to becone a phys-
ician. In 1942, he ob-

tained his nedical 1i-
cense.
Ri ndf | ei sch had al ready

joined the SS in 1938
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and now took up basic
training with a nedica

repl acenent corps of
the Waffen-SS. Suffer-
ing >from a visual
i mpai rment, he was de-
pl oyed as a canp phys-
i sci an; in 1941, he
worked at KZ Sachsen-
hausen before being re-
deployed to the nen’s
canp of KZ Ravensbr ick

In 1943, he becane as-
sistant canp physician
at Kz WMpjdanek near
Lubl i n. Al t hough no
medi cal experinments
took place in this canp
officially, Rindfleisch
conducted his own ex-
perinments on the in-
mat es. He was also
heavily involved in the
selection process of
the prisoners.

Fearing the advancing
Red Arny in the east,
KZ Maj danek was evacu-
ated and Rindfleisch
deployed at KzZ G ol3-
Rosen. There, he parti -
cipated in executions
(particularly in the
subcanps of “ AL
Ri ese”).

After the war he was
able to continue his
medi cal career w thout
any problenms. As early
as 1946 he applied for

a job at a surgica
ward in a Berlin hos-
pital — under his real

nane and mentioning the
time he had served in
the SS from 1942 to
1945. Eventual |y, he
nmoved to the Ruhr Area.
Ri ndf | ei sch di ed in
1969 without ever hav-
ing been held respons-
ible for his actions.



The so-called Mjdanek
Case finally canme to
court in Dissel dor f
(lasting from 1975 to
1981), and Rindfleisch
was named one of the
mai n perpetrators.
(from Pukrop, Marco:
“Dr. Med. Hei nrich
Ri ndfl ei sch. Eine La-
gerarztkarriere im KZ
Maj danek.“ In: Lenarc-
zyk, Wjciech (Ed.):
KZ- Ver brechen. Beitra-
ge zur GCeschichte der
nati onal sozi al i sti -
schen Konzentrati ons-
| ager und ihrer Erin-
ner ung. Berlin, 2002.
p. 33-52)

Al bert Speer

was born
1905 in

Al bert Speer
on 19 March
Mannhei m He studied
architecture at Karls-
ruhe, Minich and Berlin
and worked as an as-
si stant professor after
gaining his degree. In
1931, he joined the NS-
DAP and the SA, opening
an architectural prac-
tice at Mannhei m
Starting in 1932, he
was contracted by the
NSDAP with several pro-
jects, and from 1934
on, he was active as
pl anner and architect
of a large nunber of
gi ant Nazi construction
projects. In 1938/39 he
devel oped the naster
plan for the restruc-
turing of Berlin into
the world capital *“Cer-
mani a.” After the start
of the Second Wrld
War, Speer was worKking
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on a grow ng nunber of
mlitary structures. In
February 1942, he be-

cane Mnister of Arnm-
ments and War Produc-
tion, effectively being

responsi ble for the en-

tire war econony. He
reorgani zed the arns
industry according to
the principle of the
so-called “total war
econony.” Speer’s man-

agenent of the war eco-
nonmy was based pri mar-
ily on the deploynent
of forced | abourers and
KZ prisoners. He was
working closely wth
Heinrich Hmler and
t he SS.

After the war, Speer
was arrested and sen-
tenced to twenty years
in prison during the
Nurenberg Trials. After
his release, he wote
sever al apol ogetic
books and articles. He
died on 1 Septenber
1981 in London.

Fritz Todt

Fritz Todt was born 4
Sept enber 1891 I n
Pforzheim In the First
Wrld War, Todt served
as an officer and an
observer with the air-
force. After havi ng

finished his engineer-
ing studies in 1921, he
wor ked on hydroel ectric
power plants and in
road construction. Todt
had been a nenber of
the NSDAP since the
early 1920s. In 1931,
he becane Oberfuhrer
(senior colonel) in the



SA; after Adolf Hitler-
s rise to chancell or-

ship, Fritz Todt was
named | nspector GCenera
for German Roadways. He

was responsible for the
construction of t he
Rei chsaut obahnen (a
system of notorways),
and Hitler was his dir-
ect superior. In 1938

he becane GCeneral Com
m ssioner for the Regu-
| ation of the Construc-

tion Industry and was
now responsible for
virtually all construc-
tion projects wthin
the Third Reich. In or-
der to bui | d t he

Siegfried Line (“West-
wal | "), Todt creat ed
the so-called Ogani sa-
tion Todt by coordinat-
ing and j oi ning togeth-
er governnment firns,
state conpani es and the
Rei ch Labor Service
(“Rei chsar bei t sdi enst”

or RAD, for short).
During the war a grow
ing nunber of forced
| abourers wer e de-
pl oyed. In 1940, Todt
was nanmed Reich Mnis-
ter for Armanent and
Muni ti on, thus being
responsi bl e for the war
econony and the con-
struction of the At-
lantic Wall. In 1941,
he becane Ceneral Com
m ssi oner for Water and

Energy. G owi ng doubts
about the Reich's abil -

ity to win the war |ed
to conflicts with the
| eaders of the regine,
including Htler. On 8
February 1942, Fritz
Todt died in a plane
crash near the Fuhrer
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Headquarter at Rasten-
burg (East Prussi a) .
Sone researchers assune
that the plane crash
coul d have actual ly
been part of an assas-
si nation pl ot sanc-
tioned by Hitler.
Post hunmousl y, he becane

the first holder of the
GCerman Order. Hi's suc-
cessor as Mnister of
Armanents was Al bert
Speer.



Sources

Menories of a German
Wist egi er sdorf Resi dent

...\ didn’t | earn where
the Russian prisoners
worked for quite sone
time. They were |ed
from behind the train
station towards Wlfs-
berg, and so they van-
ished from our sight.
There were runours in
the village that they

were planning to build
a new Fuhrer
Headquarter close to
us, and the region cer-
tainly would have been
a good spot for that,

with all the nountains
and the vast forests. ..
In early 1943 I
happened to see a
freight train arriving
at the station. Hun-

dreds of strange people
were getting off that
train. In striped suits

and mat chi ng caps. They
were led wuphill from
behind the train sta-
tion alnpbst at once,
towards Unl enburg and
Wbl f sbur g, j ust like

the others before. It
took us a few weeks to
realize who t hese
people were and what
t hey were doing here.

In Summer 1943, these
people with the striped
suits all of a sudden
appeared in our vil-
| age. They started to
dig trenches on the
mai n street, for |aying
cables. They also did
that on Gartenstrale.
W had to wal k across a
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wooden board from our
front door to the actu-
al street, and in the
trench bel ow us, we saw
t hese nen. Some of them
were very young, al nost
children. Just skin and
bone, in thin clothes.
They wr apped thensel ves
in enpty cenent bags in
autum and winter. Now
we |earned that these
people were Jews; Jews
from all Ki nds of
pl aces. Seeing these
poor, oppressed people,
who were often worked
to death, we villagers
felt deep pity for
them threw as often as
possible. W - | nmean
the people from the
house | lived in -
threw clothes, socks,
underwear, shirts and
nost often bread in
t hose trenches as often
as we could. You al ways
had to be on the | ook-
out for O guards and
Kapos — guards that the
Jews had chosen anong

t hensel ves. VWhile the
Jews were working on
the main street of our

village, | used to give
rolls to a boy - he
could not have been
ol der than 14. 1 always
got those rolls from
M ster John, the baker,
from whom I would pick

them up at a certain
time in the norning. |
did not know at that
ti me how dangerous this
was for me. W al so had
the Gestapo in the vil-
lage now, and their
agents were wearing ci-
vilian clothes, so you
never knew if you were



being watched. | also
have to disagree very
strongly with the no-
tion that we knew about
the Jews, the concen-
tration canps and what
happened there. W were
told that we had to
know about these things
tinme and again after
the war. But no, we did
not know about al |

that. How could we have
known? W only heard
what t he gover nnent
wanted us to hear. W
heard all the news in
such a manner that we
coul d not know what was
happening in the war,

in Russia, in the occu-
pied territories. On
Monday eveni ngs, we al -
ways had a rehearsa

for the church choir;

Rector Kerner was not
yet a soldier at that
time. On one of those
Mondays, it was al npost
8 o' clock, I was on ny
way to the rehearsal

with Ms. Christoph — we
were |living together.

There were spotlights
at the Stengel Bridge,

so it was as bright as
day. R ght across from
the Schremmer Hausel,

the Jews were worKking
in the icy waters of
the nountain stream It
was Novenber, and we
people from Wistewal -
t er sdor f know t hat
Novenber is as cold as
any winter nonth in our
region. | turned to M.
Chri st oph and sai d:
‘May God have nercy on
our souls when the
wheel turns!” | wll

never forget that even-
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ing or what | felt
said then and there.

and



Menori es of Nor ber t

Szei now cz

There were a |lot of
fatal work accidents,
or they sent us to the
canp at Dornhau, the
pl ace from where al nost
nobody ever returned.
Wiile I was working for
the Organisation Todt,
my lungs were danmaged
and they sent nme to
Dor nhau, which is where
they sent al | si ck
people fromthe canp in
this region.

My first inpression of
t he canp: Human beings
| ooki ng |i ke skel etons;
they could barely lift
their |egs; every nove-
ment meant (great pain;
nost of them could not
even get up from their
cots anynore. W were
handed out 700 g of
bred and a soup per
day, but the soup was
actually nore |ike wa-

ter. MIlions of 1lice
craw ed over bodi es
covered in boils. | had

never seen such a pest
of vermn in any of the
ot her canps. The pris-
oners were sinply lying
t here naked — no under -
wear , no prisoner’s
uniform Only a sinple

bl anket. Thousands of
i nmat es di ed at
Dornhau; nost of them
starved to death. The

victins were not shot,
but they were dream ng
of being shot, and they
were so disheartened
that they sinply waited
for death to cone.
Those who were still
strong enough to drag
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t hensel ves outside ate

dirt. This is where ny
friend Leon Ber wal d
from Krakow, a well-
known athlete, di ed.
When | saw him at
Dor nhau, he did not

| ook |i ke a human being
anynore. Because of the
boils springing from
the lice bites there
was pus all over his
body. | knew that |

woul d not survive under

these conditions for

| ong. Prisoners from
surroundi ng canps were
brought to Dodrnhau to
wor k on t he rail

tracks. They were kept

in a separate canp. |

managed to sneak into
that canp. Even though
| was suffering from
pneunonia, | went to
work with them M col -

| eagues were dragging
nme al ong, because | did
not have the strength
to walk on ny own.

After a nonth, when the
Red Arny cane closer,

we were sent back to
Dornhau. Luckily, that

was only two days be-

fore the [|iberation.

The only peopl e remain-

ing in Dbérnhau were
si ck W th typhoi d
fever. Except for

Schul mann, nobody from
Krakow was still alive.

Hundreds  of unburi ed
bodi es were |lying out-

si de the barracks.
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